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This conjecture might account at once for the
absence in us of any clear consciousness of pre-natal
existence or distinct self-experience, and also for that
dim sense of precognition and familiarity, with
which we often greet experiences and ideas that, to us
personally, are new; for if, buried in the inscrutable
depths of our subconsciousness, there is a treasury of
the accumulated experiences of humanity, over which
our now self-concentrated vision was once dreamily
diffused, we should expect to feel, in regard to many
apparent novelties, this dim sense of previous acquain-
tanceship. Moreover, this conjecture falls in well with
the theory of heredity ; and shows how the soul in
successive generations comes to the world, not as a
tabula rasa, a blank transparency, but characterised in
the dark foundations of its conscious life by all ante-
cedent human experience.

Nor, in this, do we ignore the traces that heredity
writes in our bodily organism, or set aside its de-
pendence on material conditions ; rather, we go to
the root of that physiological law, believing that the
soul makes and fashions this body to itself; that the
"character" of the soul is, as it were, a pyramid
based upon the inherited results of this most ancient
.and most universal life-experience, and tapering up,
through those of more recent and particular origin,
to those which we have consciously acquired by
ourselves. How far these latter owe their character
to the milieu into which they were received, to the
subconscious experience we have inherited, is impos-
sible to determine.

Even, however, if we allow the commoner concep-
tion that the soul <' begins to be" in time; that the